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F L O R I D A – 2014 PAC CONFERENCES

Thank you,
Elizabeth Z. Bartz
President and CEO
@elizabethbartz

But, it sure is cold out there. So this is a perfect time to 
plan your professional development for 2014, especially 
the Public Affairs Conference Grassroots and Political 
Action Committee conferences. 
The Grassroots conference is in Miami Beach, February 
3-6, and is full of programs.  This year there are four new 
tracks to help with your needs—Core, Creative Solutions, 
Communications, and Challenges. The list of sessions 
includes:

1. How Do I Raise My Profi le with Michael Jacobson,
U.S. Travel Association;

2. How Capitol Hill is Changing the Way the Way It
Listens to Constituents with Faiz Shakir, Offi ce of
U.S. Senate Majority Leader, Harry Reid;

3. Can Siri Advocate with Michael Panetta, Beekeep-
er Group;

4. The Fly-In: Back with a Vengeance with Caitlin
Donohue, National Restaurant Association; and

5. My personal favorite, Ethics, Gift Rules and Legal
Updates for an Election Year with Ken Gross,
Skadden Arps.

The PAC conference is in South Beach, March 3-6, and 
also has four learning tracks—PAC Management, Com-

munications Strategies, Fundraising Tools, and PAC 
Plus. The list of sessions includes:

1. Looking at 2014 and Beyond with Sara Fagen,
DDC Advocacy;

2. Managing Political Contributions at the State
Level with Dominick Ciaraldo, Comcast;

3. How Data is Transforming Elections and Politics 
with Sasha Issenberg, Author of
The Victory Lab; and

4. Again, my favorites, Legal Guidance for Corporate
PACs with Ken Gross, Skadden Arps and Legal
Guidance for Association PACS with Michael
Toner, Wiley Rein LLP.

I know it can be diffi cult to convince supervisors that 
conferences in Florida are a good investment. But, 
these really are a good investment of funds and time. 
Check out www.pac.org for more information.
On behalf of the staff at State and Federal Communica-
tions, we wish you a very Happy New Year. We look for-
ward to continuing to be your trusted advisers in 2014.

I really can’t stay - Baby it’s cold outside
I’ve got to go away - Baby it’s cold outside

This evening has been - Been hoping that you’d drop in
So very nice - I’ll hold your hands, they’re just like ice

We all love the holidays with the lights, songs, and snow…

Look for your 2014 Guidebook in the beginning of January!
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Proposed Changes in Canadian Lobbying Laws 
by Jen Zona, Esq., Research Associate 

If you’re planning to lobby north of the border, there are a num-
ber of changes on the horizon you should be aware of. This fall 
saw quite a bit of activity for Canadian lobbying legislation, with 
two provinces introducing laws to create a lobbyist registration 
framework and one making substantial changes to its existing 
law.

Saskatchewan’s Lobbyist Act would create a registrar of lob-
byists, provide requirements for fi ling returns, which is the Ca-
nadian term for the fi ling for both registrations and reports, and 
establish defi nitions and penalties. The act also provides for 
online fi ling of returns. The legislation is based on the recom-
mendations of the Standing Committee on Intergovernmental 
Affairs and Justice issued in 2012.

Similarly, New Brunswick’s Lobbyists Registration Act estab-
lishes a basic framework for fi ling returns and penalties for vio-

lations.  Prior attempts at creating a lobbyist registry failed in 
both 2007 and 2011. Saskatchewan and New Brunswick are 
two of the last three Canadian provinces without lobbying laws; 
the three Canadian territories also do not have lobbying laws. 
Both governments cited a desire for providing more transpar-
ency for their citizens as the impetus for the legislation.

Ontario introduced an Act to Amend the Lobbyists Registra-
tion Act, giving a new defi nition for grassroots lobbying, giving 
more specifi city on what constitutes an undertaking to lobby, 
requiring in-house lobbyists to fi le monthly reports if the lob-
bying is directed at a high level public offi ce holder, and add-
ing a requirement to report campaign contributions made under 
the Election Finances Act. Additional changes include revolving 
door restrictions and changes to penalties. The bill is currently 
in the Standing Committee on Regulations and Private Bills.

Summary of Changes UPDATE
Note Recent Changes to Compliance Regulations 
by John Cozine, Esq., Research Manager

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY:  Trenton’s recently established 
Ethics Board passed the city’s fi rst code of ethics in Novem-
ber. The long-awaited code outlines behavioral guidelines for 
elected offi cials, city employees, and representatives serving 
on city boards. Included are provisions regarding confl icts of 
interest, receipt of gifts, and fi nancial disclosure. Addition-
ally, the code permits the Ethics Board to investigate possible 
ethics violations. The code will go to the state Department of 
Community Affairs before it is enacted and added to the code 
book. 

TEXAS: An Ethics Commission rule delineating the state’s 
document retention policy for treasurers of political commit-
tees took effect on December 3, 2013. Rule 20.18, which was 
adopted on October 31, 2013, spells out the records needed to 
be kept for at least two years. The rule also outlines what doc-
umentation and actions are required of a treasurer in order to 
remain in compliance with the state’s retention law. Two other 
rules passed by the commission dealing with the reporting of 
contribution pledges and political expenditure disclosures take 
effect on January 1, 2015.

OHIO: The Ethics Commission issued a new rule clarifying 
when another party may pay or reimburse a public offi cial or 
employee for travel expenses. A public offi cial or employee 
may accept a thing of value if it “is not of such a character 
as to manifest a substantial and improper infl uence on the 

traveler with respect to that person’s duties.” A two-prong test 
has been put in place for determining whether travel expenses 
or reimbursements are of such character. The rule overturns 
portions of two previously issued Ohio Ethics Commission 
advisory opinions. It also requires public offi cials or employees 
to disclose the source and amount of all travel expenses and 
reimbursements.

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA: The Ethics Commission 
approved a regulation providing a method for candidates and 
campaign committees to comply with due diligence require-
ments of the pay-to-play restrictions. Code section 1.126 
prohibits a city or county contractor from contributing to a 
candidate who can determine whether a contract is awarded. 
Regulation 1.126-7 will require the contributor to certify he or 
she is not an not an owner, director, offi cer, or named subcon-
tractor of any entity currently negotiating or recently awarded 
a contract with the city, county, or other covered agency. The 
regulation becomes effective January 24, 2014.

MASSACHUSETTS: The 2014 state primary has been moved 
up one week from September 16 to September 9 due to the 
passage of House Bill 3764. This bill only changes the 2014 
primary date and does not affect future state primary dates. 
The bill was introduced and passed by the House on Novem-
ber 18, 2013, passed by the Senate the following day, and 
signed by the governor a week later.



State and Federal Communications, Inc. | Courtyard Square | 80 South Summit St., Suite 100 | Akron, OH 44308 | 
330-761-9960 | 330-761-9965-fax | www.stateandfed.com

ASK THE EXPERTS
State and Federal Communications’ Experts Answer Your Questions

Here is your chance to “Ask the Experts” at State and Federal Communications, Inc. Send your questions to: 
experts@stateandfed.com. (Of course, we have always been available to answer questions from clients that 
are specifi c to your needs, and we encourage you to continue to call or email us with questions about your 
particular company or organization. As always, we will confi dentially and directly provide answers or information 
you need.) Our replies are not legal advice, just our analysis of laws, rules, and regulations. 

When must direct corporate political contributions be disclosed?

January’s Expert - Nola R. Werren, Esq., Client Specialist

At least 15 states require some sort of corporate contribution disclosure, whether it be on a cam-
paign fi nance statement or lobbyist/employer disclosure report.  

Campaign fi nance reports typically require an annual aggregate threshold be exceeded before a 
report is triggered.  For example, in Utah, direct corporate contributions must exceed $750 in the 
aggregate per calendar year before a report is required.  In Georgia, the threshold is $25,000.  
In Nebraska, a corporation making more than $250 in direct corporate contributions must fi le a 
report within 10 days after the end of the calendar month in which the contribution is made. 

Conversely, lobbying reports typically start at “dollar one.” In New Mexico, lobbyists are required 
to report all political contributions made by the employer, regardless of amount.  The same holds 
true in South Carolina and New Hampshire.  

And then there’s California—a hybrid of both campaign fi nance and lobbying disclosure. Direct 
corporate contributions must exceed $10,000 in the aggregate per calendar year before a cam-
paign fi nance report is due.  However, until this threshold is exceeded, corporate political contri-
butions must be disclosed on the lobbyist employer’s quarterly report.  

As always, the best practice is to track all corporate political contributions in the event disclosure 
is required.   Likewise, you need to familiarize yourself with the reporting requirements in those 
jurisdictions where your company is making contributions.
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W  E  B  S  I  T  E     T  I  P
Quick Reference Information 

The most important questions for anyone wishing to make a political 
contribution are “Can I give?” and “How much?” The Contributions sec-
tion in the Executive Source on Political Contributions addresses both 
of these questions. The fi rst question is addressed under the “Who 
may make contributions:” subheading, which concisely list the types of 
individuals and entities able to make contributions in the jurisdiction, 
followed by a list of those that are prohibited from making contribu-
tions. This subsection is immediately followed by a subsection provid-
ing contribution limits in the jurisdiction for both corporations, if direct 
corporate contributions are permitted, and all other individuals and 
entities. Before writing a check, please also check the Ban on Contri-
butions section to see if there are periods during which contributions 
are restricted and, if you are a lobbyist, consult the Restrictions on 
Contributions from Lobbyists section to see if there are any additional 
restrictions on your political activities.

COMPLIANCE NOW 
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Legislation We Are Tracking
At any given time, more than 1,000 legislative bills, which can affect how you do business as a government affairs professional, are 
being discussed in federal, state, and local jurisdictions. These bills are summarized in State and Federal Communications’ digital 
encyclopedias for lobbying laws, political contributions, and procurement lobbying and can be found in the client portion of our website. 

Summaries of major bills are also included in monthly email updates sent to all clients. The chart below shows the number of bills we 
are tracking in regard to lobbying laws, political contributions, and procurement lobbying.

Lobbying Laws

Total bills

Political Contributions

Procurement Lobbying

Number of
Jurisdictions Passed Died Carried over

to 2014

240

532

333

47

50

45

26

57

43

70

129

82

72

122

49

January 2-5 Women In Government's - 20th Annual State Director's Conference, 

Phoenix, Arizona

January 12-17 Public Affairs Institute, Laguna Beach, California

January 22-24 US Conference of Mayors, Washington, D.C.

January 30 - February 1 NCSL Executive Committee Meeting & NCSL Foundation Board Meeting, 
Austin, Texas

February 3-6 PAC Grassroots Conference, Miami Beach, Florida

March 3-6 PAC National Conference, Miami Beach, Florida

March 16-19 NASPO Marketing to State Governments, San Diego, California

Events

See Us in Person
Plan to say hello at future events where State and Federal Communications, Inc. will be attending 
and/or speaking regarding compliance issues.
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An Akron favorite, Swensons, parked its food truck in our parking lot on November 21 for the neighborhood
to enjoy a new lunch choice for a day.  Businesses nearby and University of Akron students enjoyed this great surprise 

in downtown Akron.

COGEL in Quebec City, Quebec.
Attendees included Elizabeth Bartz and Sarah Jackson, Executive 

Director of Kentucky Registry of Election Finance.

Veteran COGEL participants were [left to right]
Nola Western, Deputy Chief Electoral Offi ce of Elections British Colum-
bia and Nola R. Werren, Esq., Client Specialist from State and Federal 

Communications, Inc.
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Holiday Party Photos: 
Top Left - Becky Campbell, ALERTS Assistant and her husband, Brian.

Top Right - Amber Fish Linke, Director, Client of Product Operations and Sarah Gray, Compliance Assistant Coordinator.
Bottom Left - Comptroller Mark Sedmock and his wife, Karen.

Bottom Right - Elizabeth Z. Bartz, President and CEO with Joseph May, Social Media Manager.

Current and former leadership of SGAC. Current SGAC President 
from Sunovion Katrina Iserman and former Presidents Stan Tretiak 

and Elizabeth Z. Bartz. 

COGEL panel session at the 
2013 Quebec COGEL Conference.
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Interns attending the Akron Roundtable luncheon featuring Mark Masuoka, Executive Director and CEO of the Akron Art 
Museum; Paul Jarrett, Executive Director of the Akron Symphony Orchestra; and Jarrod Hartzler, Executive Director of 

the Tuesday Musical Association. The luncheon was presented as a panel discussion moderated by Dave Lieberth. 
Seated left to right are Zack Koozer, Cristina Dickos, and Alessandra Dickos. 


