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We Will Be There
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If you follow me on Facebook you know moss does not grow under my 
feet. I travel wherever there are meetings where our fabulous clients are 
together. I knew a long time ago business was not going to stop in at our 
offi  ce on S. Summit Street in Akron, Ohio.

So, you can fi nd us this week in historic Annapolis, Maryland, at Buzz Ad-
vocacy Summit. This is our inaugural event with the folks from Beekeeper 
Group who wanted to try a diff erent method of holding a government 
aff airs program.

Following this, we are heading to NCSL Legislative Summit in Boston for 
our 18th year. State and Federal Communications is well represented at 
the Summit and will be in Booth 730 in the exhibit hall. It is a very busy 
week in Boston, starting with the NCSL Executive Committee meeting 
Saturday afternoon. 

When State and Federal Communications is involved, we are not the wallfl owers in the room. 

We are a sponsor to the State Government Aff airs Council Late Night at House of Blues, and we have a few 
tickets left if you need one. 

We are also sponsoring the coff ee break in the exhibit hall on Tuesday, August 8, which is a help to the legisla-
tors who are trying to fi nd a cup of coff ee during the long day of sessions. And, in case you saw our Facebook 
ad about a cup of coff ee, I can assure you this is 100% compliant.

We love seeing you out on the road. 
Do not hesitate to stop by and say 
hello. We will “State and Federalize” 
your badge.

Elizabeth Z. Bartz

President and CEO
@elizabethbartz
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Summary of Changes UPDATE
Note Recent Changes to Compliance Regulations 

by Michael Beckett, Esq., Research Manager

SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA: City Council voted unanimously 

to reject an ordinance changing San Jose’s gift ordinance 

to increase the gift limit from $50 to $470. The council ap-
proved the measure in its fi rst vote, but reversed course a 
week later after urging from Mayor Sam Liccardo and the 
public to reject the ordinance. The $50 gift limit will remain 
in place; however, the council will consider raising the gift 
limit to $250 in August. The council also voted to approve an 
ordinance to amend lobbying reporting requirements. Eff ec-
tive July 27, lobbyists will be required to fi le a report with the 
city clerk each week they engage in lobbying activity in the 
city. Although the ordinance becomes eff ective 30 days after 
adoption, fi nes for failure to fi le weekly lobbyist reports will 
be suspended as a grace period until July 1, 2018.

HAWAII: Gov. David Ige signed three bills amending state 
lobbying and ethics laws. Among other things, the bills 
double the maximum administrative fi ne the State Ethics 
Commission may impose for violations of ethics or lobbying 
laws, amends various lobbying-related defi nitions, allows a 
former lobbyist employer to fi le a notice of termination when 
a lobbyist fails to do so, and clarifi es lobbyist reporting re-
quirements related to special legislative sessions. The bills 
were eff ective upon approval.

BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND: County Council 
passed an ethics bill requiring training for certain county 
government offi  cials and registered lobbyists. The bill re-
quires the Ethics Commission to provide a training course 
for registered lobbyists at least twice a year. A registered 

lobbyist will be required to com-
plete the initial training course 
within six months of registration, 
and once each year thereaf-
ter. Training is to be completed 
in-person or online. The Ethics 
Commission will have additional 
information closer to the eff ective 
date of August 26. 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK: The 
City Campaign Finance Board 
approved rules to be eff ective on 
July 23. Under the new rules, a 
candidate does not have to inquire whether a contributor is 
doing business with the city and prohibits matching public 
funds for contributions intermediated by individuals doing 
business with city. 

VERMONT: Gov. Phil Scott signed Senate Bill 8, approv-
ing the creation of a state code of ethics and a state ethics 
commission. The fi ve-member commission will review cases 
of unethical behavior and, if necessary, send the case to the 
attorney general. The bill also prohibits former lawmakers 
and executive offi  cers from lobbying for one year after leav-
ing offi  ce and prohibits businesses from entering into certain 
contracts with state offi  ces where they have made campaign 
contributions. The revolving door provision took eff ect 
July 1, while the contractor contribution restrictions are eff ec-
tive December 16, 2018.

Lobbying Laws

Total bills

Political Contributions

Procurement Lobbying

Number of

Jurisdictions
Passed Died

Carried over

to 2018

355

544

479 

46

50

51

36

47

49

94

162

116

115

165

155

Legislation We Are Tracking

At any given time, more than 1,000 legislative bills, which can aff ect how you do business as a government aff airs pro-
fessional, are being discussed in federal, state, and local jurisdictions. These bills are summarized in State and Federal 
Communications’ online Compliance Laws for Government Relations Professionals. They can be found on a jurisdic-
tion’s home page.

Summaries of major bills are also included in the monthly Summary of Changes email update sent to all clients. The 
chart below shows the number of bills we are tracking in regard to lobbying laws, political contributions, and procure-
ment lobbying.
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New Brunswick Lobbying Regulations Arrive
  
George Ticoaras, Esq.

Research Associate

On October 1, 2017, the fi rst deadline 

arrives for a newly implemented lobby-

ing law in the Canadian province of New 

Brunswick.

The Lobbyists’ Registration Act, which 

passed in 2014 but not proclaimed until 

this year, requires individuals lobbying 

or intending to lobby in New Brunswick 

to register with the Offi  ce of the Integ-

rity Commissioner. Because of some 

reported diffi  culties in fi ling, Integrity Commissioner Alex-

andre Deschênes extended the initial July 1 deadline to 

October 1 for all lobbyists to fi le returns.

The Lobbyists’ Registration Act now requires registration by 

three types of entities: consultant lobbyists; in-house lob-

byists employed by a person or a partnership that is not an 

organization; and senior offi  cers of organizations employ-

ing an in-house lobbyist.

Information required on a registration includes the client 

names; the type of lobbyist being registered; the benefi cia-

ries of the lobbying activities; and specifi c lobbying activity 

data, such as subject matter, targets, and communication 

methods. Both private and government funding for the 

lobbying activities must also be disclosed. Additionally, lob-

byists must report whether payment, either in whole or in 

part, is contingent on the success of an undertaking.

After October 1, a consultant lobbyist must submit his or 

her initial return within 15 days after commencing perfor-

mance of an undertaking on behalf of a client. An in-house 

lobbyist employed by a person or a partnership, but not 

an organization, must submit his or her initial return within 

two months after the day on which he or she becomes 

an in-house lobbyist. The senior offi  cer of an organiza-

tion employing an in-house lobbyist must submit an initial 

return within two months after the day on which the person 

becomes an in-house lobbyist for the organization. All reg-

istrants must subsequently fi le a return within 30 days after 

the expiration of each six-month period after the date the 

previous return was fi led.

Additionally, a consultant lobbyist must inform the commis-

sioner when he or she ceases to be a consultant lobbyist 

and is prohibited from becoming a public employee in New 

Brunswick for a six-month period from the date the com-

missioner is informed.

[The details for this article have been updated on our web-

site in the Key Dates, Registration, and Reporting sections 

of the Lobbying Compliance Laws and Procurement Lob-

bying Compliance Laws for New Brunswick.]

State and Federal Communication’s

Primer Website webinars are a

wonderful way to familiarize yourself with the

Compliance Laws for

Government Relations

Professionals publications. 

__________

These monthly webinars are an opportunity to 

understand the potential of our online political

compliance publications. Join us to learn about

their features and how they can help you.

This month’s webinar is on

Thursday, August 10, at 2 p.m. EDT. 

Seats are limited, so register today.

Questions?

Contact marketing@stateandfed.com
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ASK THE EXPERTS 

State and Federal Communications’ Experts Answer Your Questions - 

Here is your chance to “Ask the Experts” at State and Federal Communications, Inc. Send your questions to experts@state-

andfed.com. (Of course, we have always been available to answer questions from clients that are specifi c to your needs, and 
we encourage you to continue to call or email us with questions about your particular company or organization. As always, we 
will confi dentially and directly provide answers or information you need.) Our replies are not legal advice, just our analysis of 
laws, rules, and regulations.

I know I’m going to be lobbying on the local level, so where do I 

register?

The fi rst matter of business is to determine whether the jurisdiction in 
which you’ll be lobbying even has a lobbying registration requirement. 
If not, you may proceed without registration. However, many cities and 
counties do have lobbying laws, particularly those with large populations. 

In most cases you need to register with the city or county itself. However, 
there are exceptions to this rule. Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, Louisiana, 
Minnesota, Missouri, Mississippi, and New York require registration at the 
state level for at least some local lobbying activities. Additionally, some 
counties, such as Palm Beach County in Florida, require registration at 
the county level for lobbying municipalities within the county. Note there 
will be times when registration will be required at both the local and state 
level.

To add a further layer of complication, some local agencies have their own lobbying laws 
separate from the locality. For instance, Miami-Dade County Public Schools and the Los Angeles 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority (LAMTA) have adopted lobbying provisions separate from 
those of the counties in which they are located.

It is safest to always assume your government outreach, regardless of the level of your 

interaction, is covered by a lobbying law until you confi rm otherwise. A wealth of information 

about the lobbying laws in more than 300 cities, counties, and local agencies can be found in the 

Lobbying Compliance Laws section of the State and Federal Communications website.

Click here to read ALL Ask the Experts articles in full 

Please fi ll out the small form to gain access to all article free! Thanks.

John Cozine, Esq., Compliance Manager
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Jurisdiction Added to our Website

The number of municipalities and regional governments our research associates track continues to grow. We now 

cover almost 300 municipalities and local governments. This is part of a continuous eff ort to better serve the needs 

of our clients. 

This month’s new jurisdiction is:

Irvine, California

Pay-to-play regulation of vendor campaign contributions raises the stakes of corporate 

participation in political campaigns. State and Federal Communications covers pay-to-play 

regulations in the Procurement Lobbying Compliance Laws publication. Each entry contains 

detailed information about any pay-to-play regulations applicable to vendors in that jurisdic-

tion. It will also be noted if state pay-to-play laws are applicable at the municipal level. In 

addition to the comprehensive information in each jurisdiction’s entry, there are two quick 

reference charts dedicated to cataloging these restrictions in the states and covered mu-

nicipalities. The charts can be accessed by clicking on the right side of the red Procurement 

Lobbying Compliance Laws button and selecting “States with Pay-to-Play Laws” or “Munici-

palities with Pay-to-Play Laws” in the pop-up menu. Make sure you refer to this information 

before you approve a contribution because an otherwise acceptable contribution can be 

W  E  B  S  I  T  E     T  I  P

Events

See Us in Person
Plan to say hello at future events where State and Federal Communications, Inc. will be attending and/or 

speaking regarding compliance issues.

August 1 - 4  Buzz Advocacy Summit, Annapolis, Maryland

August 1 Executive Women’s Day at Bridgestone Invitational, Akron, Ohio

August 2 Procedure and Politics in the 115th Congress, Washington, DC

August 7 SGAC Late Night, Boston, MA

August 7 - 10 NCSL Legislative Summit, Boston, Massachusetts

August 8 WGR Toastmasters, Washington, DC

August 17 Akron Roundtable, Akron, Ohio

August 18 Akron Urban League Annual Gala, Akron, Ohio

August 22 WGR Toastmasters, Washington, DC

August 23 Mayor Bowser’s Women,s Equality Day Celebration, Washington, DC



State and Federal Communications, Inc. | Courtyard Square | 80 South Summit St., Suite 100 | Akron, OH 44308 | 

330-761-9960 | 330-761-9965-fax | www.stateandfed.com

State and Federal Communications, Inc. Scrapbook

National Governors Association 2017 Summer Meeting

Brian Moran, Secretary of Public Safety in the Cabinet of 

Governor Terry McAuliff e, with Elizabeth Z. Bartz .

Elizabeth Bartz with Fred Zeytoonjian, Apple; 

Katrina Iserman, Sunovion Pharmaceuticals;

and Nancy Bukar, Sodexo USA.

Staff  Members at the Akron Area Go Red for Women Lunch 

[back row:  Dave McPeek, Nicolette Koozer, Ren Koozer, 

Katlin Newman, Joe May, Megan Huber-Kovachik; 

front row:  Chris Patrizi and Rachel Logan]

Women in Government Relations, WGR, Spring 

Reception 2017 with Gamble Hayden, Federal 

Compliance Assistant; Rebecca South, Federal 

Compliance Associate; and Elizabeth Bartz.
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STUFF THE BUS

From now thru early August, the United Way of Summit 

County “Stuff  the Bus” collection is happening at State and 

Federal Communications, Inc.  We have collected many pen-

cils, notepads, rulers, etc. to fi ll backpacks for United Way to 

dispense to area school kids to use this fall.

FIRST PITCH

Elizabeth Bartz hosted her staff  for lunch and baseball on 

Sunday, July 23, at Canal Park. 

After throwing the ceremonial fi rst pitch, 

photos were taken of Elizabeth with 

Rubber Ducks owner, Ken Babby.

Below Elizabeth is with Webster, 

the Rubber Ducks mascot.


